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of the French who visited them for the purposes of trade,
were nearly as illiterate, ignorant, and superstitious as them-
selves, and many of them were far beneath the red man in
strength of character and morality.

Their aim was not so much that of gain as of pleasure,
and the enjoyment of present life, and mainly in this
respect will be found the difference between the nature of
their intercourse with the natives of America, and that
which has since been carried on by the English and Ameri-
cans, who, as a general truth, have made Mammon their
God, and have looked on the Indian but. as a tool or means
of obtaining riches, and other equally mercenary ends.

In their lack of care for the morrow, which in a meas-
ure characterized the French ¢ voyageur,” and in their con-
tinual effervescence of animal spirits, open-heartedness, and
joviality, they agreed fully with the like characteristics
possessed by the Ojibways. Some of my readers may be
surprised at my thus placing the Indian on a par with the
laughter-loving Frenchman, for the reason that he has ever
been represented as a morose, silent, and uncommunicative
being. It is only necessary to state that this is a gross
mistake, and but a character (far different from his real
one), assumed by the Indian in the presence of strangers,
and especially white strangers in whom he has no confi-
dence. Another bond which soon more firmly attached
them one to another with strong ties of friendship, was
created by the Frenchmen taking the women of the Ojib-
ways as wives, and rearing large families who remained in
the country, and to this day, the mixture and bonds of
blood between these two people has been perpetuated, and
remains unbroken.

The days of the French domination was the Augustan
era of the fur trade, and beavers were so plenty and the
profits arising from the trade were so large, that the French
traders readily afforded to give large presents of their cov-



